AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CI

What if you knew about impending disaster for one of the wor
there was something that could be done to minimize it? The
arguably hold the most abundant concentration of fish and
will get worse as long as Louisiana continues its present course
depend upon it, now and in the future, reveals that a solution is
wetlands and create a range of freshwater to saltwater habita

for years, decades and even centuries into the future.

Like many of you, the signers of this letter know all too
passion for Louisiana’s natural places and the extraord
long and diverse: we have worked for decades for land
hunting clubs, state and federal agencies and conse
luminaries like John James Audubon, who count:
ago, marveled at the abundance of wildlife he e
In addition to our professional work, we hunt,
wildlife and fisheries. We watch the wetlands cc
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Louisiana’s coastal fish and wildlife more than we do

We also are witnesses to places on our coast that
abundance. Those are the places where the rive
eventually mixes with the Gulf of Mexico. We
again, in the Bird’s Foot Delta of the Missi;sippi River, i
Atchafalaya Bay.

Louisiana’s coast contains a range of freshwater through saltwater habitat
the coast, have become essential to our way of life. Since before we were born, th
so that salt water has reduced our heritage and that of our children. The benefits of this s
and spread across many economies throughout Louisiana and the nation but the costs ¢
Louisiana. Disconnected from the river, the abundant fish and wildlife on Louisi
like that of our neighboring states. Louisiana urgently needs to restore a better b
and wetland loss, between freshwater intrusion and saltwater intrusion, and be

Louisiana’s wildlife, fish, culture, communities and economy will benefit for generatio

Louisiana should not allow exaggerations and speculations regarding the effects of diversions on ¢
and speckled trout, etc. to prevent action. In many areas where previous generations grazed cat
and alligators, commercial and recreational fishermen now harvest oysters, shrimp, and spec
saltwater intrusion. With or without diversions, salt water will continue to replace fresh water
coastal Louisiana. Saltwater intrusion has increased, and for decades will continue to increas
saltwater wetlands throughout most of coastal Louisiana. Eventually however, productive
and become shallow salt water such as found in our neighboring states. Sediment diversion
wetlands that can in the future be allowed to transition to saltwater wetlands and thus supy
future generations. Wetland-building diversions will not destroy saltwater fisheries but ir
them farther from some parts of our coast. Unfortunately, this will economically harm s
As conservationists, it is our job to ensure that healthy and plentiful fish and wildlife p
and for generations to come. We realize that the environmental cost of diversions
in this generation whereas the environmental and economic benefits will be spread t]
generations to come. We therefore also recommend an objective exploration of p oli

fishermen to adjust to new diversions.

We believe that Louisiana should not enrich the present generation at the e

1
shouldn’t eat our seed corn, we shouldn’t harvest fish and wildlife faster tha

manage coastal wetlands only for our generation. Louisiana must act now t

.. . . . L
descendants. We call on Louisiana to continue moving forward with the ¢
diversions. We call on federal agencies to support Louisiana’s efforts by st

on the citizens of Louisiana to insist that our leaders hold to the plan and m
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