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An open letter to the citizens of Louisiana

there was something that could be done to minimize it?  The treasure being lost is Louisiana’s coastal wetlands, which 

will get worse as long as Louisiana continues its present course.  An objective examination of all of our coast and all who 

depend upon it, now and in the future, reveals that a solution is available: manage the Mississippi River to build new 

for years, decades and even centuries into the future.    

Like many of you, the signers of this letter know all too well what is at stake.  We are wetland professionals who share a 

long and diverse: we have worked for decades for land management companies, landowners, consultants, universities, 

hunting clubs, state and federal agencies and conservation organizations.  We trace a proud heritage, going back to 

luminaries like John James Audubon, who counted Louisiana his favorite place, and who, almost two hundred years 

ago, marveled at the abundance of wildlife he encountered and set out to record it with his ground-breaking paintings.  

eventually mixes with the Gulf of Mexico.  We see today a glimpse of the Louisiana that once was, and that could be 

again, in the Bird’s Foot Delta of the Mississippi River, in much of the Atchafalaya Basin, and in the deltas forming in 

Atchafalaya Bay.  

the coast, have become essential to our way of life.  Since before we were born, the Mississippi River has been controlled 

and spread across many economies throughout Louisiana and the nation but the costs are focused here in coastal 

like that of our neighboring states.  Louisiana urgently needs to restore a better balance between wetland building 

and wetland loss, between freshwater intrusion and saltwater intrusion, and between the river and the sea so that 

and speckled trout, etc. to prevent action.  In many areas where previous generations grazed cattle and hunted ducks 

saltwater intrusion.  With or without diversions, salt water will continue to replace fresh water throughout most of 

saltwater wetlands throughout most of coastal Louisiana.  Eventually however, productive saltwater wetlands subside 

and become shallow salt water such as found in our neighboring states.  Sediment diversions can build new freshwater 

and for generations to come.  We realize that the environmental cost of diversions will be borne by a few Louisianans 

We believe that Louisiana should not enrich the present generation at the expense of future generations; i.e., we 

manage coastal wetlands only for our generation.  Louisiana must act now to promote coastal resources for our 

descendants.  We call on Louisiana to continue moving forward with the construction of large scale wetland-building 

on the citizens of Louisiana to insist that our leaders hold to the plan and move quickly. 
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